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Traditional houses in the village of Sumbersari are Javanese joglo 
houses that have been modified according to local culture. This 
traditional house is quite commonly found in Sumbersari Village, 
Udanawu District, Blitar, the distribution is quite evenly distributed 
in Blitar Regency. This traditional residence has the characteristics of 
the limasan building roof and has a symmetrical facade building, this 
residence belongs to a Javanese family with a higher status, so it has 
a uniqueness that is by the spatial layout and facade. Over time, only 
changes in spatial layout and facade are related to human needs, 
new technology, lifestyle, economic factors, inheritance, and cultural 
rights. With existence, traditional houses that are increasingly 
changing will eventually lose their identity. The purpose of this 
study is to analyze typologies by classifying traditional dwellings 
based on specific types and analyzing their morphology based on 
the level of change and the application of the changes. The method 
used is descriptive qualitative with a rationalistic discussion. The 
results of the studio are the data in the form of tables about the 
typology and morphology of traditional dwellings as the essence of 
the instructions for the form of traditional dwellings that can be 
contributed to the scientific architecture of the archipelago.  
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1. INTRODUCTION

The majority of the people of Sumbersari Village are farmers, both as owners of rice 
fields and farm laborers, the people of Sumbersari Village highly uphold traditional 
Javanese architectural values including traditional building patterns. The building layout 
pattern is formed based on a trial and error system over a long period, therefore it is worth 
recognizing its meaning. (Dinata, Indira Rukmi, & Antariksa, 2017) 
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In addition to the traditions and customs that are still embedded today. The 
development of technology and various media has an impact on the increasing number of 
migrants who bring different architectural traditions and cultures. This is indicated to 
influence the erosion of traditions, customs, and culture that are characteristic of the 
community which will influence the shape of the arrangement of the house. So, it is 
necessary to study the characteristics of building facades for the preservation of ancient 
houses in Sumbersari Village, Blitar Regency. 

In the middle of the modern era, the change in the shape of the house facade is 
influenced by the human mindset of the need for space. The change in the mindset of this 
community has resulted in changes in traditional houses in the village of Sumbersari, 
which will disappear from the original form of this traditional house. As the rapid flow of 
modern information into this village, according to(Pangarsa, 2009), since the 1980s the 
development of home architecture is very compliant to follow the architectural trends that 
follow the world of commerce and politics. 

(Yu, 2009)said that modern houses emphasize the form and appearance of the game 
to show the social status of its inhabitants rather than the quality of the space inside. The 
result of this is the formation of spaces without concepts and the elimination of the 
phenomena that make up traditional houses in the village of Sumbersari. 

The main problem is that if all traditional houses prioritize trends, then the 
characteristics of these traditional houses may disappear. According to Dakung in (Siti 
maria Ulfa, Antariksa, 2011)it is also possible that traditional architecture will become 
extinct amid society. But the uniqueness occurs in the traditional house facade in the village 
of Sumbersari, which is an adjustment in the condition of the home environment before 
making changes. Before the construction of his house in this village always associated 
culture and customs 

This study aims to identify the characteristics of the building facade as forming the 
characters of the ancient houses of Sumbersari Village, Blitar Regency. From this research, it 
is expected to know the characteristics of building facade elements such as roofs, windows, 
doors, and ornaments. These characteristics are expected to be useful as input for the 
preservation of the ancient houses of Sumbersari Village, Blitar Regency. 

2.   MATERIAL AND METHOD 

Building Facade Review 

In the view of(Krier, 2001), the building facade conveys the state of culture when the 
building was built, the building facade reveals the criteria of order and arrangement, and is 
instrumental in providing possibilities and creativity in ornamentation and decoration. 
(Krier, 2001)confirms his opinion, the building facade in question addresses the building for 
the community. The face of the building is composed by dimensions, composition, and 
decoration. The facade is an architectural element that is able to voice the function and 
meaning of a building. facade components that need to be discussed gates and entrances, 
ground floor zones, doors, doors, walls, guardrails (fences) and roofs, while building 
facade compositions which include division, rhythm, ornaments, shapes, materials, colors 
and textures 
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Architectural Style and Facade of the Ancient House of Sumbersari Village 
The house in the physical sense, is where most of the domestic activities are carried 

out, including how to communicate the ideas or self-expression of residents who are 
culturally bound. Houses undergo changes due to increasing human knowledge from 
simple to more complex levels. This knowledge helps direct people to understand the 
values, conceptions, or understandings that guide actions in their efforts to find 
harmonious experiences to achieve calmness, tranquility, and equanimity. The view of the 
concept of security in residence gives a picture of the existence and status of a person, 
which allows him to have territorial control over his space. The house is only one tangible 
way to realize the effort to inhabit a place, which consists of physical building structures 
that contain symbolic, social and practical units (Sari & Mutiari, 2014). 

 
The house is one of the main human needs, so the planning of housing construction 

must be careful and consider many things. Some of them, namely physical potential and 
social cultural potential. Physical potential is a consideration of building materials, 
geological conditions and local climate. Whereas, socio-cultural potential consists of local 
architecture and way of life (Dinas Kimpraswil, 2002). consider climate factors. One type of 
modern house that appears is a simple house. Simple houses are the types of houses 
needed by the majority of Indonesian people, the majority of which are middle-to-lower. 
This house has limitations in the form of building area, land area, construction and building 
materials. Because of these limitations, simple houses are less able to handle climate 
problems properly, so the conditions inside the building are considered less comfortable 
and tend to be hotter. In addition, environmental factors that tend to be limited and dense 
also contribute to the conditions of such inconvenience, bearing in mind the conditions 
inside and outside the building affect each other (Soegijanto, 1999). Therefore, attention to 
the design of simple houses and their environment, or can also be called simple housing, is 
needed. The following are the characteristics of the facade elements in the architectural 
style of the ancient house of Sumbersari, Blitar Regency: 

 
Roof 
At first the types of Javanese building types were conveyed by (Ismunandar, 

1997)and by (Prijotomo, 1995)were the types of tajug, joglo, pyramid, village and roasted. 
But in the development of archipelago architectural knowledge, with the permission of the 
manuscript as a source of exploration of knowledge, it is mentioned in the KaweruhKalang 
R. Sasrawiryatma script that, the types of buildings in Javanese architecture are: tajug, joglo, 
limasan, and kampong, this is also emphasized by(Prijotomo, 2006). And through a 
transformation process based on the analysis of the script KawruhKalang R. 
Sasrawiryatma(Susilo, Umniati, & Pramono, 2014) the type of Javanese building is 
described as in Figure 1. 

 
 

Figure 1. The type of Javanese building in the process of transforming the withdrawal in the 
elephant sector bycentering on its molo. source: (Susilo et al., 2014) 
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The distribution of the limasanjoglo sector in each village to the traditional types 
of Javanese architecture 
According to (Ismunandar, 1997)the type of theajajeng was devoted to the building of 

the mosque, but in the KawruhKalang R. Sasrawiryatma script it was not mentioned about 
the use of the type associated with the function of the building. Even each type of building 
can be used for any building function, but this is not uncommon. The use of tajug type, joglo 
type, pyramid type, and village type in buildings are always equipped with the addition of 
a pananggap roof, thus creating a sector that is divided into several sectors, such as Figure 2. 

 

 

Figure 2. The distribution of the limasanjoglo in each village by type of traditional Javanese 
architecture source: (Susilo et al., 2014) 

The Role of Building Facades in Preservation of Buildings and Historical Histories 

Conservation and preservation efforts must be made in order to be able to adapt 
planning for the growth and sustainability of the evolutionary process of a historic 
environment. For this reason, it is necessary to prepare a rule that can control growth, so 
that continuity between the old building and the new one. This balance can be in 
accordance with observing the architectural elements that can significantly shape the 
character of a building and area. This can be taken into consideration as a reference for the 
development and growth of buildings and the environment in the future. The search for 
characteristics can be done through categorization with the principles of typology 
(Agustiananda, 2012). 

Method 

This study was conducted to examine the characteristics of the facade elements of 
ancient dwellings. The method used in this research is to use qualitative analysis methods. 
This qualitative analysis method is done by field observations and interviews. The research 
approach method chosen is using descriptive analysis conducted to explain how the 
condition of the object under study. Descriptive method of analysis is done by a historical 
approach. Descriptive analysis method that aims to describe how the characteristics of the 
object to be examined. 

The scope of the study is limited by the criteria for determining which saples 
a. It is an ancient residential building, a residential building that is 50 years or older (in 

accordance with Law R1 No. 11 of 2011). 
b. The shape of the roof of the house is joglolimasan 
c. The building has an original spatial layout even though the skin has changed 

127



Typology and Morphology of Traditional House of Sumbersari Village Udanawu Blitar District 
Heru Hendri Iswanto, Novi Sunu Sri Giriwati and Respati Wikantiyoso  

d. The building is still inhabited or occupied by the owner in order to obtain information 
or an overview of the ancient dwellings in the village of Sumbersari. 

 
Determination of the sample is done by purposive sampling with the analysis is an 

old-fashioned house facade (in the form of building facade elements: roof, window, door 
and ornament), while its forming variables affect (Material / material, geometry, pattern / 
motif, location, geometry and color), as well as the elements of the building facade as a 
whole (according to the principle of composition: proportions, balance, repetition / 
rhythm, hierarchy). The selected sample is 8 pieces (Figure 3) 

 

Figure 3. Distribution of Research Samples 

 

3.       RESULTAND DISCUSSION 

Physical Analysis of Buildings 

The building facade analysis which is carried out is based on the type of variable 
determined, namely the facade analysis as a whole and the facade forming elements. The 
building facade elements consist of 4 elements consisting of 3 elements namely the roof, 
windows and doors (each in terms of shape / geometry and material) and 1 element 
namely ornament in terms of geometry, material, motifs / patterns, location, and color.) 

After observing there were 8 samples of ancient houses from 8 ancient houses. There 
are 3 types of spatial patterns in the direction of change. 

 

Figure 4.Types of Spatial pattern Direction of change 1 
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After observing there were 8 samples of ancient houses from 8 ancient houses. 
There are 3 types of spatial patterns in the direction of change. 

 

Figure 5.Types of Spatial pattern Direction of change 2 

After observing there were 8 samples of ancient houses from 8 ancient houses. There 
are 2 types of spatial patterns in the direction of change. 

 

Figure 6. Types of Spatial pattern Direction of change 3 

The following is a tabulation of the typology of facade components: 

1. The door 
Table 1. Typology of Door Facade Components 
Component Door Type Material 

Door Kuku Tarung 

 
 
 

All 8 houses use 
panel doors 
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Component Door Type Material 

  
 

2. Window 
Table 2. Typology of Window Facade Components 

Component Window Type Material 

Window type 1 

 
 
Window type 2 

 
Window type 3 

 

Two openings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Without openings / dead 
glass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Without openings / dead 
glass 
 
 
 

Wood paneling 
with openings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wooden sills with 
glass windows 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wooden frame 
with dead glass 
windows added 
bovenlis above it 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Walls 

Table 3. Typology of Wall Facade Components 

Component Walls Type Material 

Walls type 1 One brick wall 
pair 
 
 

Pair of one brick 
wall finishing 
stucco and paint 
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Component Walls Type Material 

 
 
 
Walls type 2 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One brick wall 
pair 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Pair of one brick 
wall finishing 
ceramic with a 
height of 1 meter 
above the floor 
 
 
 

 
 

4. Roof 
Table 4. Typology of Roof Facade Components 
Component Roor Type Material 

Roof type 1 
 

 
 
Roof type 2 

 
 

Joglolimasan 
roof type 
 
 
 
 
Joglolimasan 
roof type 
 

All roof coverings use 
tile 
 
 
 
 
Roof cover using tile 
part of the terrace using 
asbestos cover 
 

 
5. Floor 

Table 5. Typology of Floor Facade Components 
Component Door Type Material 

Floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The number of masses 
in this settlement has 8 
buildings that have the 
same characteristics as 
the order of the entrance 
area, which is a large 
background building, all 
buildings are on stilts 
with another height of 1 
meter, except for one 
building owned by the 
mother Kateni's family 
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Component Door Type Material 

whose floor height is 0.5 
m 
 
For finishing floors 
there are 2 types: 
ceramic finishing and 
stucco finishing 
 

 
 

While the building facade characteristics in terms of the principle of 
composition, are as follows: 

1. Proportion 
The outline proportion in the selected sample facade is the proportion of the distance 

of the pin element to the window on the left and right is the same. 

− The proportion of wooden doors is in the middle of the area. 

− The proportion of floors is the same around 0.7 meters - 1 meter. 

 

 

Figure 7. Building facade characteristics in terms of the principle of composition 

2. Balance 
Symmetrical, which is seen from achieving a balance between the right and left of the 

building. 

3. Iteration / rhythm 
There is a repetition of the shape of the opening element and the supporting column 

with parallel position, so that the shape of the position of the opening element represents 
the impression of a vertical and curved line in the facade, as well as the impression of a 
vertical line in the buffer column and there is a repetition of the shape of the ornamental 
element as in the list plank. 

4. Hierarchy 
In the overall composition of the hierarchy seen in the door element to the same type 

of window using different sizes. 

3.2  Analysis of the Role of Building Facades on Preservation of Ancient Houses 
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Analysis of the role of the facade on the preservation of the Ancient House was 
done after knowing how the characteristics of the facade elements in the selected sample. 
This analysis was conducted to strengthen the existing character in the Ancient House of 
Sumbersari Village, Blitar Regency, which includes the architectural style of the building 
contained in the building facade. 

In the Ancient House of Sumbersari Village, Blitar Regency, there are relics of 
buildings and other types of buildings with architectural styles of ancient Joglo houses 
typical of Central Java. - Ancient dwellings that are formed give rise to characteristics 
unique to the Ancient Houses of Sumbersari Village, Blitar Regency. In identifying the style 
of the Ancient House of Sumbersari Village, Blitar Regency, one type of architectural style 
is found. 

4. CONCLUSION 

The Ancient House of Sumbersari Village, Blitar Regency has a strong characteristic 
of architectural nuances. However, most building owners do not realize the potential that 
can lift the visual image of the area. Some of the factors that influence the characteristics of 
this village are the architectural style of the building contained in the building facade in the 
village. In this village there have been several buildings that have changed, both in the 
facade elements and those that have changed into new buildings. The building facade 
design criteria in this village refer to the characteristics of the building facade elements and 
the architectural style of the building that exists in Sumbersari Village, Blitar Regency, 
which consists of the JogloLimasan roof architecture style. 
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